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Notes of CPRB Meeting Held on February 24, 2015 (Mtg. No. 173) 
City Council Chambers 

414 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 

Neighborhood: Citywide 

 
Members Present:    Dr. Emma Lucas-Darby, Chair               Excused:    

   Ms. Karen McLellan 

   Mr. Sheldon Williams                                               

         Absent:         Mr. Thomas C. Waters, Vice Chair 

          Mr. Elwin Green 

Ms. Leshonda Roberts   

 

                   Vacancies:    City Council Seat #4                     

       

 Solicitors: Ms. Elizabeth F. Collura, Esq. 

Ms. Tania Wang, Esq. 

   

         

Staff Present: Ms. Elizabeth C. Pittinger, Executive Director      Excused:  Mr. Michael Ayoob, Intake Coordinator 

Ms. Carolyn L. Gaskin, Assistant Executive Director 

Ms. Sherri Bridgett, Investigator       

Mrs. Kathy Carson, Investigator 

Ms. Michelle Gamble, Investigator 

   

Administrative Matters: 

Dr. Darby, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:25 p.m. 

Dr. Darby acknowledged the Members present and noted the absence of a quorum required to conduct 

a regular business meeting.  Dr. Darby offered an abbreviated meeting, where cases were entered into 

the record to be ratified at the next board meeting. 

 

Dr. Darby announced the release of the Findings and Recommendations deriving from the Public 

Hearing into Case #208-13 (Scalese v Henson & Love); the findings will be sent to the Mayor and 

Police Chief who have 30 days to respond.  Dr. Darby thanked the Hearing Panel for their time and 

astute listening skills during the course of this hearing. 

 

Dr. Darby released a statement about a recent incident that involved the circulation of misinformation 

regarding the Board’s Findings and Recommendations from the Public Hearing into CPRB Case #208-

13, as well as, the importance of preserving the integrity, role, and function of the Independent Citizen 

Police Review Board. (The full text of Dr. Darby’s statement is attached). 

 

CPRB Solicitor Collura offered clarification with respect to the confidentiality that unequivocally 

protects the integrity of the Board and discussed the two relevant CPRB procedures; both the 

investigative process and hearing panel deliberations.  Solicitor Collura also referred to the City 

Ordinance and the CPRB Rules and Operating Procedures as publicly available resources that further 

define the purpose of CPRB confidentiality. 
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Ms. Pittinger further noted that all personally identifiable information is withheld from the case 

summaries that Board Members review, in an effort to ensure confidentiality and impartiality.  Ms. 

Pittinger also reminded the Board that as a matter of practice, they are duty bound to conceal certain 

information at all times, such as juvenile records and PBP procedural orders. 

Executive Director’s Report 

 

 Ms. Pittinger reported that there has been no recent update on the Board appointment process; 

City Council Seat #4 remains vacant and expires on 10/31/17; four impending terms will expire 

on 10/31/15. Ms. Pittinger noted that, in accordance with the City Code, a timely notice of the 

expiring terms will be provided to the appropriate parties.  

 

 Ms. Pittinger mentioned that CPRB Member, Mr. Elwin Green, is enrolled in the current 

Citizen Police Academy [CPA]; which is a 15 week program that meets once a week for three 

hours.  CPA offers community members an opportunity to explore the various functions, 

operations, and training of law enforcement. 

 

 Ms. Pittinger reported that the 2015 CPRB Solicitor Agreement was reviewed by City Council 

on 1/28/15; the authorizing resolution will ensure continued legal representation of CPRB by 

Attorney Elizabeth F. Collura, Esq.  & Tania Wang, Esq., and will specify a contractual time 

period of 3 years (2015-2017), contingent upon annual allocation of funds and discretion of the 

Board. 

 

 Ms. Pittinger mentioned that the 10/09/14 public hearing into CPRB Case #208-13(Scalese v. 

Love & Henson) has concluded and that the Hearing Panel will publicly release the Findings 

and Recommendations on 2/25/15.  The Findings will be conveyed to the Mayor and Chief 

McLay; a response is due on 4/8/15. 

 

 Ms. Pittinger mentioned that a response from the Chief was received on 1/30/15, in regards to 

the Findings & Recommendations deriving from the 9/11/14 public hearing into CPRB Case 

#286-13 (Kelly v. Fallert & Emery).  Ms. Pittinger noted that a full copy of Chief McLay’s 

response is attached to the 2/24/15 Executive Director’s Report. 

 

 Ms. Pittinger mentioned that the public hearing into CPRB Case #282-14 (Brown; Brown v. 

Vitalbo) held on 12/18/14, was directed by the hearing panel to remain open pending the effort 

to obtain any possible video/audio recording capturing the encounter, as testified to by the 

Subject Officer.  Ms. Pittinger further noted that a subpoena was issued on 1/30/15, with a 

return date of 2/13/15, to PBP Assistant Chief Thomas Stangrecki to produce any relevant 

audio/video. Ms. Pittinger also mentioned that Investigator Bridgett prepared a conclusive 

summary; which will be submitted to the hearing officer for distribution among the involved 

hearing panel and legal representatives; the record into this matter will remain open until the 

Hearing Panel agrees to close it. 
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 Ms. Pittinger announced that the 2015 Rude & Discourteous Public Hearing has been scheduled 

for 6 PM, Wednesday, 03/04/15 at City Council Chambers. Ms. Pittinger noted that 

approximately 350 invitational letters were sent to people who alleged experiencing rude & 

discourteous conduct by Pittsburgh police.  Ms. Pittinger also mentioned that the hearing notice 

has been posted on social media, distributed to community interests, and published in local 

papers. 

 

 Ms. Pittinger mentioned the “You & the Police” brochure; which is an informative pamphlet 

that communicates advice to youth on safety in regards to citizen/police encounters and was 

established and revised through a collaborative effort involving several individuals and 

organizations, including ACLU, APA, B-PEP, B & W Reunion, CPRB, PBP, and NAACP.  Ms. 

Pittinger noted that CPRB has committed to producing 1,000 copies of the brochure for public 

distribution. 

 

 Ms. Pittinger reported that she has been invited to participate as a resource person, in a 2/28/15 

Black History Month Youth Program, sponsored by the Mon Valley NAACP.  The event is a 

continued effort to foster improved relationships between the regional communities and law 

enforcement.   Ms. Pittinger stated that she will customize the current “You & the Police” 

brochure to include current Mon Valley/Donora, PA law enforcement resources. 

  

 Ms. Pittinger stated that the Board has been provided with an investigative case summary 

regarding the Executive Director’s Inquiry into an 8/26/14 citizen/police encounter involving 

PBP officers and an individual named Lonnie Jenkins; which was captured on video and 

released via the media.  Ms. Pittinger stated that the case will remain in summary form until the 

CPRB Staff offers a recommendation to be considered for disposition. 

 

 On 1/30/15, Ms. Pittinger met with Solicitor Collura, Rick Rogow, and Jerome Jackson for the 

purpose of discussing the possibility of developing a community/police collaborative focused 

on conflict management and town hall meetings.  Ms. Pittinger also mentioned the “Safer 

Together Community Partnership,” a similar initiative sponsored by Councilman Ricky Burgess 

and is evaluating the compatibility of these two efforts. 

 

 Ms. Pittinger discussed a 2012 East Carnegie incident where an innocent bystander was shot 

and killed, and whereby family members were forcibly removed and denied access.  Ms. 

Pittinger stated that this and similar incidents have raised concerns about protecting the familial 

bond when a person in police custody is seriously injured or near death; a 2/10/15 letter was 

sent to Chief McLay requesting him to consider amending the PBP order that addresses hospital 

visitation of persons in police custody. 

 

 Ms. Pittinger offered the Board a draft of the 2014 Summary Report.  The report includes a 

comprehensive description of the allegations of complaints filed in 2014, an accumulative 

summary of actions since 1999, Findings & Recommendations and the Chief’s responses 
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released in 2014, as well as, the Board’s roster of membership. Ms. Pittinger noted that any 

additional information provided by the Board will be included in the final report. 

Public Comment 

Dr. Darby invited public comment.  Ms. Stormie Miramontez offered public comment. 

Next Meeting 

Dr. Darby announced that the next regular board meeting is scheduled for 6:00 p.m., Tuesday,  March  

24, 2015 @ Allegheny Center Alliance Church, 250 East Ohio Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15212.   

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

 

 

Carolyn L. Gaskin                                                                                                                        

Assistant Executive Director 
 

Attachments (2): 

 

1. 2/24/15 Dr. Darby, Chair Statement 

2. 2/24/15 Executive Director’s Report 

 

A video recording of this meeting will be made available at www.CPRBpgh.org 

Minutes/Notes of the Independent CPRB meetings and public documents are available at the website 

cited above. 

http://www.cprbpgh.org/
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